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A morphological study on female copulatory tubes of the genus Tetraphleps Fieber 


[] Hemipteral] Heteroptera[] Anthocoridael | from China 
KE Yun-Ling[] BU Wen-Jun [] Institute of Entomology[] College of Life Sciences[] Nankai University[] Tianjin 3000710 


China[] 


Abstract[] The identification of flower bugf] Anthocoridae[] is mostly based on characteristics of male genitalia[] and it is 


believed that it is difficult to identify species based on females solely. Female copulatory tube of five known species of the 


genus Tetraphleps Fieber from Chinal] including T. aterrimud] Sahlberg[ I] T. galchanoides Ghauril] T. pilosulus Bu et 


Zheng] T. parallelus Bu et Zheng and T. yulongensis Bu et Zheng[] were studied and compared. The result 


demonstrates that the structure of female copulatory tube in the same species is steady[] whereas they differ distinctly 


between species. Therefore[] copulatory tube can be used as a credible character in identifying species of this genus. 
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Fig. 1 The abdomen of Tetraphleps in dorsal view 
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Table 1 The collection sites and numbers of studied specimens 
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Figs. 2~7 Females’ copulatory tubes of five species of the genus Tetraphleps Fieber from China 
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Key to species of genus Tetraphleps Fieber from Chind] female[] 
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